Presence

We embrace the wonder and mystery of the creator and all of His creation. We
seek to celebrate and enjoy the goodness of God’s presence all around us,
experiencing His presence in corporate gatherings, and also in the rhythms of
everyday life through an intimate and personal relationship with Him. We value
both ancient and cotemporary worship expressions, but believe that genuine
worship comes from who we are, and that it’s not just something we do. Our full
life with Him now is preparation for our future eternity in His presence.

References:

1. Exodus 33:12-22

Moses and the Glory of the LORD

12 Moses said to the LORD, "You have been telling me, 'Lead these people, but you
have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, 'l know you by name
and you have found favor with me.' ** If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways
so | may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is
your people.”

“ The LORD replied, "My Presence will go with you, and | will give you rest."

1> Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up
from here. '® How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people
unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other
people on the face of the earth?"

7 And the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have asked, because |
am pleased with you and | know you by name."

'8 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory."

9 And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and | will
proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. | will have mercy on whom | will have



mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | will have compassion. 2° But," he said,
"you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live."

! Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. %2
When my glory passes by, | will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my
hand until | have passed by. 2 Then | will remove my hand and you will see my back;
but my face must not be seen

2. Psalm 61
For the director of music. With stringed instruments. Of David.

@1 Hear my cry, O God;

listen to my prayer.

% From the ends of the earth | call to you,
| call as my heart grows faint;
lead me to the rock that is higher than I.

% For you have been my refuge,
a strong tower against the foe.

* 1 long to dwell in your tent forever
and take refuge in the shelter of your wings. ™

® For you, God, have heard my vows;
you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.

® Increase the days of the king's life,
his years for many generations.

" May he be enthroned in God's presence forever;
appoint your love and faithfulness to protect him.

8 Then I will ever sing in praise of your name
and fulfill my vows day after day.



Footnotes:

Psalm 61:1 61:1-8 is numbered 61:2-9 in Hebrew texts.
Psalm 61:4 The Hebrew has Selah (a word of uncertain meaning) here.

3. Hebrews 9:24

24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of the true

one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence



